Project Proposal Outline (use this outline to create your proposal – you may cut and paste it into a new document and then fill in the requested information to get started.)  The proposal should be around 2-4 pages in length and thoroughly address the topics covered below.
1. Project participants:  Your name or alternately a list of the two or three persons who will work on the project.  If you choose to work in a group setting, it will be necessary to define the roles each group member will take on in order to complete the project.  Various roles are described on the class web site under “Project Guidelines” and on the next page of this document.  

2. Project Description: This section should include a two paragraph description of the issue you or your group has chosen to research.  Please detail whether the issue is historical (occurred and resolved in the past) or remains contemporary (ongoing) in nature.  If the issue remains currently unresolved, discuss the status of the debate at this point in your answer to the questions below.  Use quotes from the scholarly sources listed in your bibliography to describe the connection to environmental ethics. 
3. Ethical Principles for Consideration: this is the section where you should describe the ethical issue under consideration.  Be sure to include short (one sentence) quotes from the scholarly sources included in the bibliography below to support your treatment of the subject matter.  You/your group should answer the following questions:

a. Why is the issue I’ve/we’ve chosen to explore a matter for ethical debate? What is at stake or why does this issue matter?

b. What are the two major pro & con positions that various parties involved in the debate have taken regarding the issue?

c. Has the issue been resolved?  If so, was it resolved using utilitarian/pragmatic solutions or were rules/new legislative initiatives designed to address the issue and prevent negative outcomes in the future.

4. List of Scholarly Research Sources (Working Bibliography) consulted to write the presentation and contribute content/ideas for the final presentation.  The bibliography should be in MLA format. For individual projects a minimum of 5 scholarly/expert sources are required (2 must be ethical resources from the environmental ethics field); for group projects 10 scholarly/expert sources are required (3 must be ethical resources from the environmental ethics field).

5. Multimedia Presentation Description: Describe the medium that you will use for your final project.

a. What type of media will you use for your final presentation?

b. Will it be available on the web? If so, please provide the web address for the project materials?

c. What materials or software will you need to make your presentation work during class?

Reminder: Your proposal must be submitted digitally:

· To e-companion in the Doc Sharing Area labeled “Week 4 - Proposal”.  Please submit a document in Microsoft Word (.doc or .docx), RTF, or PDF formats.  Please name your file Lastname_SU11_Proposal.docx before you submit to the document to e-companion.  Files that are incorrectly named may not receive credit.  
Please see the instructions on the next page if you are working in a group.

Project Team Roles/Assignments:  If you choose to work in a group, all members of the group are expected to do research and contribute to the ongoing development of the multimedia presentation.  Groups must be formed by Week 3 when the presentation is submitted.  No one may join or leave a group after this point in the quarter.  If you commit to a group, it is your responsibility, individually and collectively, to “make it work” regardless of mitigating circumstances.


Please also note: choosing one of the roles below does not absolve you from having to pitch in to get other necessary presentation-related work completed.  Everyone is expected to carry his/her share of the load and contribute research and media content to the final presentation.  In addition, to coordinate the material coming in, it would be helpful to assign each person one of the three sub-roles below.

·  Discussion Starter & Research Coordinator - asks constant questions about what it is that your group is producing to form the conceptual scope of the project (responsible for reviewing your work to make sure that your classmates aren't left confused.); also responsible for gathering, both individually and with the members of the group, relevant scholarly and expert sources to meet project requirements.  This person is responsible for making sure the project stays on task
· Content & Communications Master: aka the Grammar/Spelling Authority - checks the spelling of every single word that is added to your group's document; responsible for proofreading the entire presentation and image/film content for clarity; also finds images and graphics that support the arguments your group is making and makes sure that your communications materials and layout is professional and interesting.  Responsible for making sure the project uses relevant content to explain the issue chosen for investigation.
· Media & Technology Master - responsible for making sure the presentation segment is well-designed, readable by the audience, meets presentation requirements and works on designated software platforms.  This means all of the links included in your document must be checked, the presentation should be media tested well in advance of your class presentation. 
